NOBEL
Alfred, the youngest, was on an intellectual footing with his
brothers. Ludwig had gone to Sweden on a visit, and his father
wanted him to come back home.
" I cannot leave him in Sweden/* he wrote, " for apart from
the fact that it would involve me in great expense, it would also
seriously disturb the work of my other children, whose thoughts
are at present entirely centred on his return, when they can restmie
their studies together." Ludwig was back in Jaimary, JuS^ and
wrote to his uncle in Stockholm : " Alfred has grown so much that
I hardly recognised him. He is almost as tall as I am, and his
voice is so deep and gruff that I should hardly have recognised
it." At the end of the year, however, Robert's education was
regarded as complete, for in January, 1850, Immaimel Nobel
wrote to his brother-in-law: " You will be astonished to hear
that I have become a merchant in the first guild. My numerous
interests have compelled me to take this step, Robert is looking
after the outside business with industry and care, and by agree-
ment with my partners, is paid a hundred silver roubles a month,
a good salary for a young fellow of twenty; but I am thankful to
be able to say that he earns it." The correspondence does not
show how long Alfred continued his studies under the tutor, but
it seems probable that the three brothers terminated their studios
at the same time. Alfred appears then to have been sent on his
travels with a view to completing his education as an engineer,
In a letter written to his uncle from Petersburg in July, 1852, he
speaks of the time " when I was in America/'
We get the impression that during these years he covered a
good deal of ground. In one of the many begging letters that he
received when he became rich, his correspondent writes: "In
1852 I had the honour of meeting you at Streit's Hotel in Hamburg,
and you were kind enough to favour me with your attention . < ,
a week later we met in the town of Ystad in Sweden, when you
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